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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Claim1-3, 5-12, 14-16, 18-19, 22-25 are pending as amended June 20, 2208. 

Claims 1, 5, 7, 14, 18, 22 are currently amended. Claims 2-3, 8, 10-11, 15-16, 23-25 
are previously presented. Claims 6, 9, 12, and 19 are original. Claims 4, 13, 17, and 
20-21 are canceled. 

2. An Information Disclosure Statement was filed May 12, 2008 with documents that 
this Examiner already cited to Applicant. Therefore, they were already considered. 

3. New grounds of rejection based on the amendments are provided below. 
Therefore, this action is FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6-10, 12-17, 19-20 and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Knight et al. . U.S. Patent No. 6,721,748 (hereinafter Knight ), in 
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view of Pea etal. , U.S. PGPub. No. 2004/0125133 (hereinafter Pea) and Lynn et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 7,260,564 (hereinafter Lynn ). 

As for Claims 1 and 14, Knight teaches: 



allowing a consumer to join a community (See e.g. Knight - subscribers - col. 5, 

lines 9-14); 

monitoring access to content by members of the community (See e.g. Knight - 
col. 6, lines 48-53)... 

determining a community interest in the content in response to members of the 
community accessing the content (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 48-58); and 

automatically distributing the content to the consumer over the distribution 
network in response to the community interest (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 32-38). 

Knight does not expressly call its network a grid computing network. However, 
Pea teaches the monitoring being performed by a grid computing platform implemented 
by a plurality of geographically dispersed network elements, the grid computing platform 
executing a grid application to control resources within a distribution network (See e.g. 
Pea - paragraphs [0061] and [0095-0109]). 

Knight teaches delivery of based on the community the consumer joined and the 
community interest in the content (See e.g. Knight - Abstract and col. 6, lines 32-60). 
Knight does not expressly call its digital content broadcast television. However, Lvnn 
teaches storing the broadcast television programming on a consumer digital video 
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recorder accessible over a consumer networl^ in communication witli the distribution 
networl< without the consumer initiating the storing (See e.g. Lynn - Abstract - 
proactively harvesting video content, collected and maintained. Figure 1, col. col. 4, 
lines 45-58, col. 7, lines 17-40 - broadcast TV and set-top boxes, col. 8, lines 64-67 - 
guide has categories for interest, col. 9, lines 20-27, col. 10, lines 58-67). 

Knight and Pea are from the analogous art of content distribution. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
having the teachings of Knight and Pea to have combined Knight and Pea. The 
motivation to combine Knight and Pea is improve access to content in a networked user 
community. Pea adds details about the video creation and grid networking for 
distribution to the system of Knight . Both deal with authoring, sharing and distributing 
content to users. Both track interaction profiles and user communities. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined Knight and Pea. 

Knight and Lynn are from the analogous art of personalized content distribution. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made having the teachings of Knight and Lynn to have combined Knight and Lynn . 
The motivation to combine Knight and Lvnn is improve access to personalized content 
in a networked user community. Lvnn adds the storage devices of a set top box, DVD, 
and VCR to the community content distribution system of Knight . Knight automates the 
discovery of content of interest and Lynn also automates the discovery of video. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined Knight and 
Lynn. 
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As for Claim 7, Knight teaclies: 



A system for distributing content to consumers, tine system comprising: 

a networl< element receiving a request from a consumer to join a community (See 
e.g. Knight - subscribers - col. 5, lines 9-14); 

a database coupled to the network element maintaining records of one or more 
communities associated with the consumer (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 53-60); 

a consumer network in communication with the network element (See e.g. Knight 
- col. 6, lines 53-60 and Figure 2); 

the network element monitoring access to content by members of the community 
(See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 48-53); 

the network element determining a community interest in the content in response 
to members of the community accessing the content (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 48- 

58); and 

the network element automatically distributing the content to the consumer 
network in response to the community interest (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 32-38). 

Knight does not expressly call its network a grid computing network. However, 
Pea teaches the network element being part of a grid computing platform implemented 

by a plurality of geographically dispersed network elements, the grid computing platform 
executing a grid application to control resources within a distribution network (See e.g. 
Pea - paragraphs [0061] and [0095-0109]). 
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Knight teaches delivery of content based on the community the consumer joined 
and the community interest in the content (See e.g. Knight - Abstract and col. 6, lines 
32-60). Knight does not expressly call its digital content broadcast television. However, 
Lynn teaches the network element automatically distributing the content to the 
consumer network in response to the community interest, the consumer network storing 
the broadcast television programming on a consumer digital video recorder accessible 
over the consumer network without the consumer initiating the storing (See e.g. Lynn - 
Abstract - proactively harvesting video content, collected and maintained. Figure 1, col. 
col. 4, lines 45-58, col. 7, lines 17-40 - broadcast TV and set-top boxes, col. 8, lines 64- 
67 - guide has categories for interest, col. 9, lines 20-27, col. 10, lines 58-67). 

Kniaht and Pea are from the analogous art of content distribution. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
having the teachings of Knight and Pea to have combined Knight and Pea. The 
motivation to combine Knight and Pea is improve access to content in a networked user 
community. Pea adds details about the video creation and grid networking for 
distribution to the system of Knight . Both deal with authoring, sharing and distributing 
content to users. Both track interaction profiles and user communities. 

Knight and Lvnn are from the analogous art of personalized content distribution. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made having the teachings of Knight and Lvnn to have combined Knight and Lvnn . 
The motivation to combine Knight and Lvnn is improve access to personalized content 
in a networked user community. Lvnn adds the storage devices of a set top box, DVD, 
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and VCR to the community content distribution system of Knight . Knight automates the 
discovery of content of interest and Lynn also automates the discovery of video. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined Knight and 
Lynn. 

As for Claims 2, 8, and 15, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claims of 1 , 7, 
and 14. Knight also teaches wherein: the community interest is determined based on a 
percentage of members in the community that have accessed the content (See e.g. 
Knight - col. 6, lines 38-53, col. 7, lines 14-18 Fig 3D hot list, and Claim 2). 

As for Claims 3, 9, and 16, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claims of 1-2, 
7-8, and 14-15. Knight also teaches the community interest is compared to a reference 
to initiate the automatically distributing (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 33-67). 

As for Claim 10, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claim 7. Knight also 
teaches wherein: the automatically distributing includes storing the content on a 
consumer storage device associated with the consumer (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 
33-37 and lines 53-67). 

As for Claims 6,12, and 19, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claims of 1 , 
7, and 14. Knight also teaches wherein: the automatically distributing the content is 
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dependent on a consumer preference to receive automatically distributed content (See 
e.g. Knight - col. 23, lines 49-67). 

As for Claim 23, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claim 7. Knight also 
teaches a plurality of network elements including... consumer storage devices and 
network storage devices (See e.g. Knight- col. 6, lines 53-60, col. 22, lines 58-67 and 
col. 23, lines 53-60). Knight does not expressly teach set-top boxes. However, Lvnn 
teaches set-top boxes (See e.g. - Lvnn - col. 7, lines 1 9-40). 

As for Claim 24, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claim 1 . Knight also 
teaches wherein the grid computing platform determines when to store a video program 
in response to customer preference and customer viewing habits (See e.g. Knight - col. 
6, lines 31-52 and col. 7, lines 5-18). 

As for Claim 25, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claim 1 and 24. Knight 
also teaches wherein the grid computing platform determines where to store the video 
program across a plurality of network elements, including storing the video program on 
a consumer storage device (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 53-60, col. 22, lines 58-67 
and col. 23, lines 53-60). 
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As for Claim 22, Kniglit teaclies: 

A controller for controlling distribution of content, the controller comprising: 

a processor the processor executing processing including: 

receiving input from a consumer to join a community (See e.g. Knight - 
subscribers - col. 5, lines 9-14), 

receiving content having a community interest in the content in response to 
members of the community accessing the content (See e.g. Knight - col. 6, lines 38-53, 
col. 7, lines 14-18, Fig 3D hot list, and Claim 2); and 

notifying the consumer that the content is available (See e.g. Knight - col. 26, 
lines 23-26- alerted and col. 23, lines 49-67) ... the notifying based on the community 
the consumer joined and the community interest in the content (See e.g. Knight - 
Abstract and col. 6, lines 32-60). 

Knight does not expressly call its network a grid computing network. However, 
Pea teaches a processor executing a grid application as part of a grid computing 
platform implemented by a plurality of geographically dispersed network elements, the 
grid computing platform executing a grid application to control resources within a 
distribution network (See e.g. Pea - paragraphs [0061] and [0095-0109]).. 

Knight does not expressly call its digital content broadcast television. However, 
Lvnn teaches the content being broadcast television programming (See e.g. Lvnn - 
Abstract - proactively harvesting video content, collected and maintained. Figure 1, col. 
col. 4, lines 45-58, col. 7, lines 17-40 - broadcast TV and set-top boxes). Lvnn also 
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teaches for storage on a storage device accessible over a consumer network in 
communication with the distribution network (See e.g. Lynn - Abstract - proactively 
harvesting video content, collected and maintained. Figure 1, col. col. 4, lines 45-58, 
col. 7, lines 17-40 - broadcast TV and set-top boxes, col. 8, lines 64-67 - guide has 
categories for Interest, col. 9, lines 20-27, col. 10, lines 58-67). 

Knight and Pea are from the analogous art of content distribution. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
having the teachings of Knight and Pea to have combined Knight and Pea . The 
motivation to combine Knight and Pea is improve access to content in a networked user 
community. Pea adds details about the video creation and grid networking for 
distribution to the system of Knight . Both deal with authoring, sharing and distributing 
content to users. Both track interaction profiles and user communities. 

Knight and Lynn are from the analogous art of personalized content distribution. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made having the teachings of Knight and Lynn to have combined Knight and Lynn . 
The motivation to combine Knight and Lynn is improve access to personalized content 
in a networked user community. Lynn adds the storage devices of a set top box, DVD, 
and VCR to the community content distribution system of Knight . Knight automates the 
discovery of content of Interest and Lynn also automates the discovery of video. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined Knight and 
Lynn. 
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6. Claims 5, 1 1 , and 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Knight as modified by Pea and Lynn above, and further in view of Levinson . U.S. 
Patent No. 5,404,505 (hereinafter Levinson ). 

As for Claims 5, 1 1, and 18, Knight as modified teaches the parent Claims of 1, 

7, 10, and 14. Knight also teaches further comprising: 

notifying the consumer that the content is available on the consumer storage 
device (See e.g. Kniaht - col. 26, lines 23-26- alerted and col. 23, lines 49-67). 

Knight considers subscription fees (See e.g. Knight - col. 28, lines 23-34) and charging 
for the use of features (See e.g. Knight - col. 18, lines 42-45) but does not expressly 
teach billing a customer based on the content they view. However, Levinson teaches 
billing the consumer upon the consumer accessing the content on the consumer 
storage device (See e.g. Levinson - col. 4, lines 26-30). 

The motivation to combine Knight and Pea and Lynn is explained above with 
Claim 1 . Knight and Levinson are from the providing content to subscribers. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
having the teachings of Knight and Levinson to have combined Knight and Levinson . 
The motivation to combine Knight and Levinson comes from common practice of 
charging consumers for a service. Knight has subscription fees (See e.g. Knight - col. 
28, lines 23-34) and charging for the use of features (See e.g. Knight - col. 18, lines 42- 
45). Levinson provides a common enhancement to that billing system that links the 
charge to the content item accessed. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of tine new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

8. Tine prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,813,775 ( FInseth et al. ) teaches user and group preferences 
used to provide personalized content guides and channel content. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christyann RF Pulliam whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1007. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9 am-6 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christian Chace can be reached on 571-272-4190. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/C. R. P./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2165 
September 26, 2008 

/Christian P. Chace/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2165 



